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Major Aviation Deals That Changed
the Industry Map

The year 2025 witnessed exceptional activity in the global
aviation deals market, with the industry recording record
figures in the value of orders and concluded deals. This
increasing activity reflects the aviation sector’s strong recovery
fromn pandemic repercussions, renewed confidence in air
travel’s future, and the growing need to modernise fleets to
meet sustainability and efficiency requirements.

Airbus and Boeing dominated the global deals scene, with
Airbus achieving a record by delivering 507 aircraft by the
end of September 2025, on track to achieve its annual
target of 820 aircraft. Boeing recorded 161 net orders and
160 deliveries in the third quarter of the year,

reflecting its gradual recovery from previous challenges. The
business jet sector witnessed remarkable growth, with business
jet deliveries expected to grow 11-12% in 2025, delivering 695
jets, driven by increasing demand for large-cabin aircraft and
new models. This growth reflects increasing demand for private
travel and the need for more flexible and private travel solutions.

Regionally, the Middle East emerged as a promising aviation
market, with airlines benefiting from their strategic position as
a link between continents. Dubai, in particular, strengthened
its position as a global aviation centre by hosting the Dubai
Airshow, which withessed the announcement of massive deals
worth billions of dollars.

Amongthe prominenttrendsin2025dealswastheincreasing
focus on fuel-efficient and environmentally friendly aircraft.
Airlines are increasingly seeking to modernise their fleets
with more fuel-efficient aircraft, responding to environmental
pressures and the need to reduce operational costs.

The year also witnessed growth in cargo aircraft deals, driven
by continued growth in ecommerce and the need for fast
and efficient shipping solutions. This sector, which proved its
resilience during the pandemic, continues to grow to meet
increasing demand for global logistics services.

Aviation deals in 2025 not only reflect the industry’s recovery
but also indicate a fundamental shift towards a more
sustainable and technological future. These deals pave the
way for a new generation of aircraft and services that will
reshape the air travel experience in the coming decades.
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“lam pleased to express my utmost pride and appreciation
for the convening of the Dubai Airshow 2025, which
has become one of the world’s leading platforms in the
aviation and aerospace sectors, and a source of inspiration
that reflects the UAE's pioneering position in supporting
innovation.

This exhibition stands as a practical embodiment
of our wise leadership’s vision for a future built
on knowledge and technology. It also reflects our
nation’'s commitment to strengthening international
partnerships and advancing the aviation industry in
ways that promote sustainable development and
contribute to the growth of the global economy.

Over its successive editions, the Dubai Airshow has proven
its ability to attract leading companies and experts from
around the world, serving as a platform that unites ideas,
creativity, and opportunities in a city that celebrates the
future and believes that ambition knows no limits.

| extend my sincere thanks and appreciation to the
organizers of this global event and to all participants
contributing to its success, wishing everyone a new
edition filled with achievements and fruitful cooperation.”
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H.E. Mohammed Abdulla
Lengawi

Director General of the Dubai Civil
Aviation Authority
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“ The Dubai Airshow 2025 reaffirms the pioneering role of
the United Arab Emirates in shaping the future of the global
aviation and space industries. Guided by its forward-looking
vision, the UAE has successfully consolidated its position as a
global hub that brings together the latest technologies and

innovative solutions across aviation, defense, and space.

Thisexhibition serves as a strategic platform to showcase the rapid
transformations taking place across the sector and provides an
opportunity to explore avenues of collaboration and integration
among leading international organizations and companies,

aimed at developing more efficient and sustainable systems.

What distinguishes the Dubai Airshow is its unique ability
to combine economic vision with technological innovation,
reflecting the ambitious spirit of the UAE and its enduring
pursuit of a future driven by knowledge and scientific

advancement.”




Strategic Partnerships

How Institutional Cooperation Enhances
Dubai’s Leadership in Aviation?

In the dynamic and interconnected world of aviation, no
entity can achieve success in isolation. Recognising this
reality, the Dubai Civil Aviation Authority adopts an ambitious
strategy based on building an extensive network of strategic
partnerships with various government and private entities,
both locally and internationally.

the Dubai Civil Aviation Authority concluded a series of
agreements and memoranda of understanding that reflect
its integrative vision. It signed a partnership agreement
with the General Directorate of Residency and Foreigners
Affairs -Dubai to enhance government integration and data
exchange, and a memorandum of understanding with
the Civil Aviation Department - Ras Al Khaimah to cement

strategic partnership and exchange expertise.

The Dubai Civil Aviation Authority believes that integration
between government entities is the cornerstone of achieving
Dubai’s vision. Through working as one team, more seamless
and efficient services can be provided to customers, the
investment-attractive environment can be enhanced, and the
highest levels of security and safety can be ensured.

The Dubai Civil Aviation Authority vision is not limited to local
partnerships but extends to building strong relationships with
international organisations and leading institutions in the
global aviation sector. This international cooperation ensures
Dubai keeps pace with the latest global developments and
contributes to formulating the standards and legislation that
govern aviation'’s future.
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@® Signing a Memorandum of Understanding with the Islamic Affairs and Charitable
Activities Department.

The partnership strategy adopted by the Dubai Civil Aviation
Authority is a living example of leadership wisdom that believes
“unityis strength.” Through weaving this network of relationships
built on trust and cooperation, DCAA not only ensures the
sustainable growth of the aviation sector but also contributes
to building a more connected and prosperous future for Dubai
and the United Arab Emirates.
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@ Signing a Memorandum of Understanding between the Dubai Civil Aviation Authority
and the General Directorate of Residency and Foreigners Affairs - Dubai.
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@ Signing a Memorandum of Understanding between the Dubai Civil Aviation Authority
and the Ras Al Khaimah Department of Civil Aviation.
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Dubai Airshow: A Global Platform Shaping the Future of Aviation

The world’s attention turns once again to Dubai, which
is preparing to host the largest and most ambitious
edition of the Dubai Airshow from 17 to 21 November
2025. This biennial global event has evolved beyond a
mere exhibition of the latest aircraft and technologies
into astrategic global platform where industry leaders,
decision-makers, and experts converge to chart the
future of the aviation and aerospace sectors.

The 2025 edition comes under the theme “Empowering
the Future, Accelerating Sustainable Innovation in Aviation,”
reflecting Dubai's steadfastcommitment to leading the
transformation towards a more sustainable and innovative
aviation sector. With an additional 8,000 square metres of
exhibition space and participation from over 1,500 exhibitors
from around the world, the show is expected to attract more
than 148,000 trade visitors, making it the largest event in its
history.

Hosting this massive global event once again confirms
Dubai’s position as the world’s aviation capital. Thanks to the
visionary leadership, advanced infrastructure, and flexible
regulator environment provided by the Dubai Civil Aviation
Authority, Dubai continues to cement its leadership as a
vital link between East and West and a key driver of global
aviation growth.

Dubai Airshow 2025 is not merely an event; it is a living
testament to Dubai’'s boundless ambition and forward-
looking vision that anticipates new horizons in the world of
aviation. It is an open invitation to the world to witness a new
chapter of i novation and excellence in Dubai’s skies.
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Returning to the Beginnings with New Horizons

Dubai Civil Aviation Authority Unveils Its
Innovative Corporate Identity

In a strategic move reflecting its ambitious journey and future
aspirations, the Dubai Civil Aviation DCAA has unveiled its
new corporate identity as part of a comprehensive framework
to modernise its public image and affirm its pivotal role in
leading the aviation sector towards unprecedented horizons
of growth and innovation. The new identity, launched under
the slogan “Returning to the Beginnings with New Horizons,”
represents a significant turning point in the DCAA's history,
masterfully blending heritage authenticity with a forward-
looking vision.

The new identity draws its essence from Dubai’s civil aviation
history, with the logo’s custom typographic design returning
to the original nameplate of the Civil Aviation Department,
written in traditional Nastalig script that embodies
authenticity and heritage. This connection to history does
not signify nostalgia for the past, but rather a strong launch
from established roots towards a promising future.

The new identity aims to enhance consistency in institutional
messaging and establish the DCAA’'s image as a leading
government institution committed to the highest standards
of quality and excellence in regulatory and operational
performance. It also expresses the spirit of the times and
keeps pace with rapid developments in the global aviation
sector whilst maintaining authentic Emirati identity.

The launch of the new corporate identity is not merely a
change in form, but an embodiment of a new spirit flowing
through the veins of the Dubai Civil Aviation DCAA. It is a spirit
that combines the wisdom of the past with the ambition of
the future, affirming that Dubai’s skies will always remain
open to every new dream, every innovative idea, and every
achievement that exceeds expectations.
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Mansoor bin Mohammed launches Smart Security
Breach Reporting System to strengthen Dubai Civil
Aviation Authority’s aviation-security ecosystem

Mansoor bin Mohammed: “Aviation security
is a strategic priority that aligns with the vision
of the wise leadership to enhance Dubai’s
position among the world’s safest and most
efficient cities.”

As part of efforts to enhance the sustainability of Dulbai’s
aviation security ecosystem and advance institutional
integration among government entities, His Highness Sheikh
Mansoor bin Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum, Chairman
of the Dubai Border Security Council, launched the Smart
Security Breach Reporting System developed by the Dubai
Civil Aviation Authority in collaboration with Dubai Police
General Headquarters and Dubai Customs. The launch
supports the objectives of the Dubai Economic Agenda D33,
which aims to consolidate Dubai’'s position as one of the

world's safest and most advanced cities.

His Highness Sheikh Mansoor bin Mohammed said: “Advancing
aviation security is a vital part of Dubai’s strategy to enhance
excellence and global competitiveness. Through greater
collaboration between government entities facilitated by the
adoption of intelligent systems such as the Smart Security
Breach Reporting System, we are strengthening our ability
to anticipate challenges, ensure seamless operations, and
strengthen Dubai’'s position as a global leader in safety,
efficiency, and innovation.”

The new system marks a major leap in strengthening Dubai's
aviation security framework. By harnessing smart technologies
and integrated digital platforms, it enables real-time monitoring,
rapid incident response, and seamless coordination between
relevant authorities, reinforcing Dubai's global leadership in
aviation safety and security.
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A pioneering model of institutional synergy, the platform
facilitates unified information exchange and incident tracking
across key agencies, ensuring proactive and timely preventive
action. The initiative reflects Dubai's ongoing commitment to
governance excellence, innovation, and operational integration
within its security and aviation sectors.

The Dubai Civil Aviation Authority stated that the Smart
Security Breach Reporting System enhances interagency
collaboration and predictive analysis capabilities, empowering
authorities to detect and respond swiftly to potential threats.
The system plays a vital role in ensuring a secure, resilient, and
globally competitive aviation ecosystem for Dubai.

Dubai International Airport (DXB) recorded a 2.3% increase in
passenger traffic to 46 million in H1 2025, marking its busiest first
halfonrecord. DXB also handled just over 1million tonnes of cargo
in the first half of 2025. In 2024, the airport handled 92.3 million
passengers, surpassing the previous record of 89.1 million in 2018,
and maintained its Airports Council International ranking as the
world's busiest international airport for the 10th consecutive year.
DXB also processed 2.88 million tonnes of air cargo in 2024.

Meanwhile, Al Maktoum International Airport is undergoing an
AED 128 billion expansion to become the world's largest airport by
capacity, designed to handle up to 150 million passengers within the
next decade and 260 million annually, along with 12 million tonnes of
cargo when fully completed.

With passenger traffic continuing to grow rapidly and its
aviation infrastructure set for massive expansion, Dubai is
accelerating the development of advanced aviation security
systems, reinforcing its position as a trusted global gateway and
a benchmark for safety, efficiency, and innovation.
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Aviation Safety Tran formation Summit

Dubai Leads Global Dialogue to Enhance
Aviation Safety Standards

In renewed confirmation of its pioneering role in
shaping the future of the global aviation sector,Dubai
successfully hosted the inaugural “Aviation Safety
Transformation Summit 2025,” organised by the Dubai
Civil Aviation Authority on 22-23 October. This summit,
which brought together an elite group of aviation
leaders, experts, and regulators from around the
world, formed a vital platform for discussing the future
of aviation safety and exploring the role of emerging
technologies in enhancing airspace security.

The summit was distinguished by wide attendance and active
participation from senior executives, airline representatives,
and technology innovators, who gathered at the One&Only
One Za'abeel hotel to exchange insights and expertise. The
dialogue sessions focused on pivotal topics such as the role
of artificial intelligence, big data analysis, and digital twins in
developing aviation safety systems.

Thesummitproducedimportantstrategic recommendations,
including enhancing digital integration between regulatory
authorities and operators to enable proactive risk monitoring
and real-timesafetydataanalysis,and investingintrainingand
qualifying human resources to deal with new technologies
and manage advanced safety systems.

The “Aviation Safety Transformation Summit2025” succeeded
in establishing a clear roadmap for a safer, smarter, and
more sustainable future for the global aviation sector. By
bringing together the industry’s leading minds, Dubai once
again proved that it is not merely a transit point between
continents, but a launching pad towards the future, where
tomorrow'’s standards are built today.world to witness a new

chapter of i novation and excellence in Dubai’s skies.
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From Regulation to Innovation

A Look at Dubai Civil Aviation
Authority Pivotal

When discussing Dubai’'s success story as a global aviation
capital, one cannot overlook the pivotal role played by the Dubai
Civil Aviation Authority. This pioneering institution has not
merely confined itself to establishing regulatory frameworks
for the aviation sector, but has transcended this to become a
primary driver of innovation and a strategic partner in achieving
Dubai's ambitious vision.

The Dubai Civil Aviation Authority's vision is to “lead the civil
aviation sector through regulation and oversight to ensure safety,
security, and sustainability whilst fostering innovation and global
leadership.” This vision extends beyond the traditional tasks of
civil aviation authorities to encompass stimulating innovation,
ensuring sustainability, and enhancing cybersecurity.

DCAA operates across several strategic axes to achieve leadership,
including implementing the highest global safety and security
standards, providing a flexible and business-supportive
regulatory environment, building an extensive network of
partnerships with international organisations and authorities,
and developing and empowering national competencies to

lead the future of Dubai's aviation sector.

The role played by the Dubai Civil Aviation Authority transcends
figures and statistics. Through ensuring a safe and efficient
aviation environment, DCAA directly contributes to enhancing
Dubai's position as a global centre for tourism, trade, and
finance. Its support for innovation also creates new economic
opportunities and quality jobs, contributing to building a
knowledge-based economy.

The Dubai Civil Aviation Authority is not merely a regulatory
body, but an essential partner in Dubai's success story. Whilst the
world's aircraft soar through Dubai's skies, DCAA works silently and
efficiently on the ground to ensure that every journey is safe, every

innovation is supported, and every vision is achievable.
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Hamdan bin Mohammed Launches
Middle East's First-of-its-Kind
Drone Delivery System from Dubai
Silicon Oasis

Dubai, UAE - In a landmark move that enhances Dubai's status
as a global capital of innovation and technology, His Highness
Sheikh Hamdan bin Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum,
Crown Prince of Dubai and Chairman of The Executive
Council, has launched the Middle East's first-of-its-kind drone
delivery system from Dubai Silicon Oasis. This launch is the
culmination of a joint project between the Dubai Civil Aviation
Authority (DCAA), the Dubai Integrated Economic Zones
Authority (DIEZ), and the Dubai Future Foundation.

This ambitious project aims to cover 33% of Dubai with drone
delivery services by 2030, cementing the emirate’s position
as a pioneer in smart and sustainable mobility. Over the past
few months, Dubai Silicon Oasis has hosted a series of pilot
operations to ensure the highest standards of aviation safety
and security, in cooperation with the DCAA and Keeta Drone,
aleading Chinese company in this field, which is undertaking
its first venture outside the Greater China region.

On this occasion, His Highness Sheikh Ahmed bin Saeed Al
Maktoum, President of the DCAA, emphasized that Dubai’s
global leadership in the aviation, logistics, and future mobility
sectors stems from the insightful vision of His Highness
Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum. For his part,
His Excellency Mohammed Abdullah Lengawi, Director
General of the DCAA, stated that this achievement reflects
the continuous efforts to make Dubai a leading model in the
development and implementation of smart solutions in the
aviation sector.
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Dubai’s Drone Revolution

From Airspace Regulation to Future Service
Innovation

2025 jaagi | November 2025
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Unmanned aerial vehicles (drones) are no longer merely tools for
aerial photography or entertainment, but have transformed in
Dubai into an essential component of the innovation and smart
services ecosystem. Thanks to the leadership’s forward-looking
vision and the advanced regulatory framework established by
the Dubai Civil Aviation Authority, Dubai is leading a genuine
revolution in drone applications, transforming its skies into a vital
space for future services.

Dubai recognises that innovation cannot flourish without a clear
and safe regulatory environment. From this perspective, the
Dubai Civil Aviation Authority has worked to develop one of the
most comprehensive and flexible regulatory frameworks in the
world, aimed at ensuring safety, encouraging innovation, and
integrating with traditional air traffic.

Drone applicationsin Dubaiare nolongerconfined to traditional
fields but have extended to include innovative services that
touch people’s daily lives. Food and parcel delivery services
via drones have been launched, they are used in inventory
operations and warehouse management in ports and free
zones, and for monitoring infrastructure and construction sites.

Thanks to its attractive regulatory environment and advanced
infrastructure, Dubai seeks to become a leading global
destination for companies and talent in the drone industry. This
sector is expected to contribute significantly to the emirate’s
economy in the coming years, with plans to cover 70% of the
city with drone services by 2030.

Dubai's drone revolution is another success story that tells how
ambitious vision and proper planning can transform imagination
into reality. In Dubai’s skies, not only do aircraft soar, but with
them soar the dreams of a city that never stops innovating and
creates the future today.
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In a pioneering step towards redefining the concept of urban delivery, the Dubai Civil Aviation Authority, in collaboration with
the Islamic Affairs and Charitable Activities Department an Keeta Drone company, launched a new route for food delivery using
unmanned aircraft in the Nad Al Sheba area. This initiative represents an ideal model for successful public-private partnership
and reflects Dubai’'s commitment to adopting innovative and sustainable solutions.

This innovative service enables drones to deliver food orders from restaurants and cafés located in Nad Al Sheba Avenue Mall
to residents in the area, with the aircraft landing point at Nad Al Sheba Grand Mosque. This project is not limited to being an
innovative logistical solution but carries important social and environmental dimensions.

Environmentally, this service contributes to reducing carbon emissions and traffic congestion, as drones replace traditional
vehicles in short-range delivery operations. Socially, choosing Nad Al Sheba Grand Mosque as a landing point reflects the project’s
cultural and social sensitivity and confirms the possibility of integrating advanced technology with local values and traditions.

The Keeta Drone partnership with government entities represents an exemplary model of how public and private sector efforts
can combine to achieve common goals. Whilst the government provides the regulatory framework and logistical support, the
private company offers technical expertise and innovative solutions, leading to results that exceed what either party could
achieve alone.

The success of the Keeta Drone project in Dubai opens the door to expanding these services to
include other areas in the emirate and positions Dubai at the forefront as a leading city in
implementing future delivery technologies. It is a living example of how ambitious
vision and thoughtful planning can transform dreams into tangible reality

that serves society and preserves the environment.




Digital Security Screener

A Step Towards Smarter and Safer Airports

As part of its continuous efforts to develop the security and
safety system in Dubai airports, the Dubai Civil Aviation
Authority launched the digital security screener licensing
system for airport workers. This pioneering initiative represents
a qualitative leap in aviation security and reflects Dubai's
commitment to adopting the latest digital technologies to
ensure the highest levels of safety and operational efficiency.

The digital security screener system aims to enhance
airport security procedures through the use of advanced
technologies to verify workers' identities and confirm their
authorisation to access sensitive areas. This system is not
limited to improving security alone but also contributes
to accelerating procedures and reducing waiting times,
thereby enhancing the experience of both workers and
passengers.

Among the system’s most prominent advantages is its
ability to integrate with other security systems in the airport,
creating an integrated and intelligent security network
capable of rapid response to any potential threats. The system
also provides a comprehensive and continuously updated
database of licensed workers, facilitating monitoring and
auditing operations.

The implementation of the digital security screener system
comes within a broader strategy adopted by Dubai to
transform its airports into fully smart airports. This strategy
includes using artificial intelligence, the Internet of Things,
and advanced analytics to improve all aspects of airport
operations, from security and safety to passenger experience
and operational efficiency.

This initiative once again confirms Dubai’'s leadership in
applying advanced technologies in the aviation sector.
Through investing in innovative digital solutions, Dubai not
only ensures the security of its airports but also sets new
standards for the global industry and confirms its position as
a leading global centre for aviation and innovation.
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/) The Future of Aviation Safety

New Technologies and Their Role in
Enhancing Air Security

In an era of accelerated technological development, the field
of aviation safety is witnessing a fundamental transformation
thanks to emerging technologies that are redefining concepts
of air security. These technologies are not limited to improving
current systems but open new horizons for a safer and smarter
future in the aviation world.

Artificial intelligence is leading a genuine revolution in
aviation safety, with Al systems used to analyse vast amounts
of data in real-time, enabling them to detect patterns and
predict potential risks before they occur. This predictive
capability represents a qualitative leap in the concept of safety,
transforming from responding to problems to preventing them
from the outset.

Digital twin technology plays a pivotal role in developing
aviation safety systems, allowing the creation of precise digital
models of aircraft, airports, and aviation systems. These models
enable engineers and operators to simulate different scenarios
and test solutions without risking actual safety, contributing to
developing more reliable and secure systems.

Internet of Things technologies contribute to creating a
connected network of sensors and monitoring devices covering
all aspects of air operations. This network provides continuous
and comprehensive monitoring of aircraft, equipment, and
infrastructure conditions, enabling the detection of any
malfunction or problem in its early stages before it develops
into serious risks.
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Air traffic management systems benefit fromm advanced
technologies to improve the efficiency and safety of air
operations. Intelligent air traffic management systems use
sophisticated algorithms to optimise flight paths, reduce
waiting times, and ensure safe separation between aircraft,
reducing accident risks and improving operational efficiency.

In predictive maintenance, advanced technologies are used
to monitor aircraft conditions and predict maintenance needs
before failures occur. This proactive approach is not limited to
improving safety but also contributes to reducing costs and
increasing aircraft availability rates.

Cybersecurity technologies play an increasingly important
role in protecting aviation systems from digital threats.
With increasing reliance on digital and connected systems,
protecting these systems from cyber attacks becomes a top
priority to ensure air operations safety.

The future of aviation safety depends on the intelligent
integration of these advanced technologies with human
expertise. Whilst technologies provide unprecedented analysis
and monitoring capabilities, human expertise and sound
judgement remain essential elements in making critical
decisions and managing exceptional situations.
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Ambition
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“Via Dubai” magazine in its new form, we stand at the

ptional journey that tells the story of ambition that knows
J"d vision that transcends all boundaries and horizons.

bai, the city that transformed its dreams into tangible
its sky a launching platform towards the future.
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Since Dubai first set foot in the aviation world, it has been
writing a new history in golden letters. From a small
airport on the Gulf shores to a global aviation centre
connecting continents and bringing cultures together,
the journey has been filled with achievements that exceed
all expectations.

Today, as we celebrate the launch of the new identity
of the Dubai Civil Aviation Authority under the slogan
“Returning to the Beginnings with New Horizons,” we
affirm that this return is not nostalgia for the past but
inspiration from established roots to build a brighter and
more distinguished future.

In the pages of this edition, we journeyed together through
a world full of innovations and achievements. We saw how
Dubai Airshow 2025 prepares to be the largest in its history
and how the Aviation Safety Transformation Summit leads
global dialogue towards a safer future. We learned about
the drone revolution reshaping the concept of urban
services and pioneering efforts in sustainable aviation.

But most importantly, we saw how vision integrates with
action, ambition with implementation, and dreams with
reality. Dubai does not merely dream but transforms its
dreams into projects, its projects into achievements, and its
achievements into new global standards.

What we witness today in Dubai’s sky is not merely aircraft
movement but an embodiment of wise leadership's
vision that believed the sky is not the limit but the starting
point. A vision that believes innovation is not luxury but
necessity, and excellence is not a goal but a way of life.

As we look to the future, we see Dubai continuing its
journey towards new horizons. We see it leading the
transformation towards sustainable aviation, building
smart cities where drones fly, and hosting the largest
global exhibitions and conferences that shape the
industry's future.

In “Via Dubai,” we do not write only about aviation but
about dreams that soar, ambitions that are realised, and
visions that become reality. We write about a city that
never stops innovating, never settles for achievement, and
never fears challenge.

Welcome to a new journey through Dubai’'s sky, where
every page tells a success story, every article opens a
window to the future, and every edition confirms that true
ambition knows no boundaries.
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Facts and Figures

A Numerical Look at Aviation Sector Growth in
Dubai and the Region

The aviation sector in Dubai and the region is witnessing
accelerated and sustainable growth, supported by massive
investments in infrastructure and advanced technologies.

This growth is not merely statistical figures but reflects
a fundamental transformation in the global aviation
landscape, where the region emerges as a major driving
force for the industry’s future.

According to the latest statistics, the aviation sector contributes
approximately 137 AED billion to Dubai's gross domestic
product, making it one of the most important economic sectors
in the emirate. This contribution is not limited to direct impact
but extends to include related sectors such as tourism, trade,
and logistics services.
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In terms of employment, Dubai's aviation sector provides
hundreds of thousands of direct and indirect job opportunities.
An additional 185,000 aviation-linked jobs are expected to be
created by 2030, reflecting continuous growth and increasing
demand for air services.

Regarding passenger traffic, Dubai airports manage one of
the world’s largest operational activities. Dubai International
Airport occupies advanced global positions in the number
of international passengers, whilst Al Maktoum International
Airportwitnessesaccelerated growth with ambitious expansion
plans that will make it one of the world's largest airports.

In air cargo, Dubai occupies a distinguished position as a global
logistics centre, with its airports handling millions of tonnes
of goods annually. This outstanding performance reflects the
high efficiency of operations and continuous investments in
developing facilities and technologies.

Regionally, the International Air Transport Association
(IATA) expects aviation traffic growth of 6.5% in 2024, with
expectations of similar growth in 2025. This growth is driven
by continued recovery from pandemic repercussions and
increasing demand for air travel.

In sustainability, the UAE targets achieving a 1% sustainable
aviation fuel blending ratio by 2031, with massive investments
in research and development for local sustainable fuel
production. These efforts position the UAE at the global
forefront in sustainable aviation.

Regarding advanced technologies, Dubai plans to cover 70%
of the city with drone services by 2030, making it a global
leader in applying future aviation technologies. These plans
include using drones for delivery, logistics services, security,
and surveillance.

These figures and facts confirm that the aviation sector in
Dubai and the region is not only in continuous growth but
also leading the transformation towards a smarter, more
sustainable, and innovative future. It is a success story written
in numbers and translated into tangible reality experienced
by millions of travellers and workers in this vital sector.
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CreativePartnership Takes“ViaDubai”toNewHorizons

dailyll adaall el a] 8alcy 8aalg sy Lisall glphll s &g wgpa LarwSla

alny alaall Gulb] dslcy & iigll 3gga (e Jgleill s o )
b aug) peaig gl Nl gl -6 agluioll clighill o Slgi arac
by (po disgll Méi wig S ullg Jlall A salle danles dliai well
aipadl daggll pghil atanillg allel ;-4 do wigll agpa larwsle
pghig o dilallga ol gy g-eny wgluly Loalacl gl Algd aall
(o ae wlgdapy | sg-inall Jging Jgud a ilclaid ad)ad wi

allell Jga el al

hall gliag glinallclya gu lgall daio ggsi f -l dlaell o
Lolleg Lilno lhll (aigellg

oi g lhii.éa mallLgilayd laall (o jra_dgiaa c aliidl g _og
$lal gai o abiyand pid -4 paiuy aclg i we Ll aSlpll
Jaillg gla il (o cajf

LoswSlo aspi g0 Licly| Liglei ol gl oy a i s bc
dlho sl clg ataini ge Jgguall clail elpidl ggSil wigpa
Aradyllg dcgihall lgiih iy « 13 po»

wolallg alell el hall yu JolSill lie Lasgai ggleill 13 3wy
drallell i dilsSay gl ollel sgine pinai afhll alill » Sqig
ikl glha 4

gapiso s ad gl il | J—osll gy lopwslo  Aai
lgalai Jnnd Jaig 63 T s dpuo Gaigi ] casgy g3l gl
clighilig Ll e gg iio sgine Jua g allall ] Lgillailg

awlwilll Janallg disil




2025 jpLaagi | November 2025

4 maxima
7 group

Maxima Group and DCAA Join Hands to Revive the Leading Magazine

The Dubai Civil Aviation Authority has entered into a creative
collaboration with Maxima Group, appointing the company
as the exclusive creative partner responsible for designing
and producing “Via Dubai” magazine in both print and

digital formats.

This cooperation is a model of public-private sector synergy
and underscores both parties’ commitment to delivering
media content worthy of Dubai’s global standing in aviation.

Maxima Group is proud to work alongside DCAA on this cultural
project, which seeks to document Dubai's pioneering journey
and share its success stories and achievements with the
world. Through varied content covering news, technological
developments and human stories,

The collaboration is part of DCAA’s efforts to relaunch the
magazine with a modern look that keeps pace with rapid
developments in aviation and aligns with Dubai's future vision
as a global capital for aviation and innovation. Leveraging
Maxima Group’s extensive expertise in media and design, DCAA
aims to develop the magazine’s visual identity and produce
each edition in a style that blends tradition with modernity,
while also creating an interactive digital version to reach a

broad international readership.

the magazine aspires to be a forum for dialogue among
industry experts, decision-makers and aviation enthusiasts
locally and globally.

As the November issue draws to a close in its hew form, this
partnership looks ahead to a promising future, continuing to
showecase Dubai's achievements and taking “Via Dubai” towards

even greater horizons of creativity and excellence.
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Via Dubai Magazine

Amazing Aviation Facts: Things You Didn’'t Know

About the Aviation World!

Did you know that the aviation world is full of amazing and strange facts
that might surprise you? Let us take you on an exciting journey

to explore some of these incredible facts!

Why are lights dimmed during takeoff and
landing?

It's not just about saving energy! Dimming lights helps your
eyes adjust to darkness in case of emergency, making it
easier for you to see and exit safely.

The world’s longest flight

Takes 18 hours and 50 minutes from Singapore to New York,
covering 15,349 kilometres!

Amazing fact about Dubai International
Airport

An aircraft lands or takes off from Dubai International Airport
every 37 seconds on average! That's about 1,000 flights daily.

b

i

-
Aircraft are struck by lightning more than
you imagine!
Every commercial aircraft is struck by lightning at least once

annually! But don’t worry, they're designed to withstand it
without any damage.

Why does food taste different on planes?

At 30,000 feet altitude, your sense of taste and smell lose
30% of their strength due to dry air and low pressure!

Incredible precision

Pilots can land aircraft with accuracy up to one metre from
the designated point, even in thick fog!
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Dubai Records 15%
Growth in Aircraft
Landing Permits

A Testament to Confidence and Efficiency

Dubai, UAE - In a new affirmation of its status as a leading
global aviation hub, Dubai has recorded a remarkable 15%
growth in the issuance of aircraft landing permits during
the third quarter of 2025, compared to the same period last
year. This increase includes passenger, cargo, and private
aircraft, reflecting a significant rise in air traffic demand
and reinforcing the confidence of airlines and international
partners in the efficiency of the operational systems managed
by the Dubai Civil Aviation Authority.

This growth is a result of the continuous efforts by DCAA to
enhance the emirate’s position as one of the world's most
prominent aviation hubs. In recent years, DCAA has focused
on developing its digital infrastructure and improving the
quality of its operational services, with a particular emphasis
on simplifying landing procedures and the issuance of aircraft
permits. This approach has contributed to increasing the
efficiency of air traffic and facilitating procedures for airlines,
airports, and air cargo operators.

DCAA continues to adopt the latest digital and smart systems
for flight tracking and air traffic management, ensuring
smooth operations and enhancing Dubai’s attractiveness as
a preferred destination for global airlines. This achievement
is not only a testament to the efficiency of Dubai’s aviation
infrastructure but also a clear indication of the forward-
thinking vision the emirate is embracing to solidify its position
as a gateway to the world.
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Sheikh Rashid bin Saeed Al Maktoum

Dubai, United Arab Emirates

Long before Dubai became a global aviation icon, there was the
profound vision of an extraordinary statesman, the late Sheikh
Rashid bin Saeed Al Maktoum. At a time when the region relied
on its traditional resources, Sheikh Rashid saw in the skies a new
artery for life and prosperity. With his bold decisions, he laid the
foundation for what Dubai is today:

a global aviation capital connecting East and West.

The beginning was not easy. In the late 1950s, the idea of building an
international airport in Dubai seemed an ambition that exceeded
the available resources. However, with unwavering determination,
Sheikh Rashid ordered the construction of Dubai International
Airport in 1959, which officially opened on 30 September 1960. This
was not merely an infrastructure project; it was a clear declaration
of Dubai's intention to open up to and welcome the world.

With the rapid growth of air traffic, Sheikh Rashid, with his
customary wisdom, recognised the need for a unified regulatory
body to manage this vital sector. On 18 March 1971, His Highness
issued a historic decree establishing the “Dubai Department of Civil
Aviation”. This decision was a crucial turning point, as it consolidated
all airport operations, from granting traffic rights to operating
permissions, under a single authority, providing the cohesive

direction that has distinguished Dubai's aviation journey ever since.

The establishment of the Department of Civil Aviation was not
~ just an administrative step; it was the embodiment of Sheikh
Rashid’s vision to build a diversified and sustainable economy. He
understood that an airport is not merely a gateway for travellers, but
a beating heart for trade, logistics, and tourism. Today, more than
five decades later, the imprints of that vision remain evident in every

aircraft that takes off and lands, and in every success achieved by
Dubai's aviation sector, which has become a global success story

studied in the most prominent international forum
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